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Guide to the Issues for Cultural Resources 
Islanders for the San Juan Islands National Monument, www.SanJuanIslandsNM.org, a group of local citizens who 
care deeply for these lands, have created these Guides to present some of the issues in the Bureau of Land 
Management’s (BLM’s) Draft Resource Management Plan (RMP) for the San Juan Islands National Monument. We 
are independent and not employees of the BLM. 

These Guides are organized to correspond to the BLM’s Comment Forms. A full set of Guides and Comment Forms 
can be found at www.SanJuanIslandsNM.org/eForms. 

In these Guides we provide page references into the Draft RMP/EIS and its appendices if you’d like to read more. 
Those documents can be found at http://bit.ly/RMP-Documents. You need not provide such references in your 
comments. 

General Guidance: 

• Do not feel constrained by the comment forms. State all your comments on the way you’d like to see the 
Monument managed for the next 15-20 years. 

• To be impactful, your comments should include the rationale behind your recommendation. Include any 
personal experiences or data that would be support your comment. 

• You may submit multiple comments over time as long as all are received by BLM by January 3, 2019. 

 

1) Protecting cultural resources from shoreline erosion: Issues to Consider 

a. Cultural resources (including archaeological, historic and traditional cultural properties) are 
fragile, nonrenewable resources. 

b. Because shoreline hardening would be effective for protecting cultural resources in some 
instances where soft stabilization would not be, BLM assumes that additional resources would 
be lost without hard stabilization options. (Appendix B, p.299) 

c. BLM has precedent in the San Juan Islands for reducing risks of cultural resource damage from 
shoreline erosion and recreation impacts. As of the publication date of the draft RMP/EIS, this 
includes only soft stabilization methods (installation of geotextiles and natural materials such as 
boulders and ballasted logs). (Draft RMP/EIS, p.50) 

d. Hard stabilization methods may include an array of approaches for controlling erosion such as 
riprap, gabions or bulkheads. 

e. Only about one third of the monument has been inventoried for cultural resources revealing 
96% of the documented sites occur within 164 feet of the shoreline. It is not possible to predict 
the number, location, impacts, and stabilization needs. (Draft RMP/EIS, p. 51) 

f. Any stabilization effort and site mitigation would be developed in consultation with the 
Washington State Historic Preservation Office, Tribes and other community partners. 

g. Since inventory, monitoring and protection/stabilization of monument cultural resources is 
relatively recent, the long-term success of soft stabilization methods is unknown. 

h. Hard stabilization methods are more intrusive and may require heavy equipment which would 
be in conflict within areas of wilderness characteristics. 

Protecting cultural resources from shoreline erosion Recommendation: option 1.3. Allow soft 
shoreline stabilization to protect cultural resources; allow hard shoreline stabilization methods in 
areas without wilderness characteristics. State your reasons! 

http://www.sanjuanislandsnm.org/
http://www.sanjuanislandsnm.org/eForms
http://bit.ly/RMP-Documents
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2) Maritime Heritage Areas: Issues to Consider 

a. Maritime Heritage Areas include Patos Island, Turn Point, and Cattle Point. Each has its own 
comment form. 

b. In collaboration with active partner organizations, BLM works toward maintaining, restoring and 
rehabilitating Patos Lighthouse and Turn Point Light Station and their associated structures to 
preserve and protect them in their historic settings, while providing opportunities for public 
education and interpretation. (Draft RMP/EIS, p. 61) 

c. Reconstruction of “historically present, but currently absent structures” could include features 
such as flagpoles. 

d. Adding completely new structures within the setting of Maritime Heritage Areas, could be 
considered an adverse effect to National Register of Historic Places sites (including eligible sites). 

e. Allowing for limited overnight use of some facilities by docents, artists in residence, work crew 
volunteers, etc. may increase public education, appreciation and ultimately long-term resource 
protection. 

f. Islanders recommends:  
i. Restore and/or rehabilitate existing structures in maritime heritage areas to their 

historic appearance.  
ii. Allow restoration of a historically present but currently absent historic features.  

iii. Prohibit construction of new structures within the National Register boundaries.  
iv. Adapt structures to facilitate recreation, education, and interpretation.  
v. Allow limited overnight use of facilities, suitably protected from damage, for support of 

public education, appreciation and long-term protection.  

Maritime Heritage Areas Recommendation: option 2.5. Create your own. State your reasons! 

 

Other issues to consider commenting on beyond those listed on the comment form: 

• Through treaties, Coast Salish tribes granted land and others natural resources to the United 
States while retaining all rights not expressly granted. The BLM seeks to provide healthy habitats 
and water quality for maintaining treaty resources and access to public lands for practicing 
treaty rights, including hunting, fishing, and gathering activities. (Draft RMP/EIS, p. 33) 

• Management Direction [Common to All Action Alternatives] includes working with tribes to 
develop opportunities for co-stewardship of culturally-important plant communities and 
species. (Draft RMP/EIS, p. 34). 

• Vegetative communities within the Monument include fire-managed grasslands and areas 
(remnant cultural-historical “gardens”) of Great Camas. (Draft RMP/EIS, p. 215) 

• Grasslands and shrublands in the San Juans were once maintained by fires (naturally and set by 
Coast Salish Peoples). After this fire regime stopped, grazing and cultivation by Euro-American 
settlers retained some grasslands, but is currently estimated at only 9% of pre-Euro-American 
levels. (Draft RMP/EIS, p. 74) 

 
Recommendation:  
Islanders supports the BLM’s statement (Draft RMP/EIS, pp. 216, 224) to collaboratively engage with 
tribal government partners to facilitate traditional uses and the exercise of treaty rights by: 

• Developing opportunities for co-stewardship of plant communities and culturally important 
plant species; 
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• Engaging tribal youth and elders, 
• Maintaining and improving access; 
• Fostering programs to enrich opportunities for tribal cultural, spiritual and educational activities 

including restoration of camas gardens and interpretation including Salish place names within 
the Monument.  

Islanders supports BLM utilizing these and other opportunities to build understanding and collaboration 
between the tribal and non-tribal communities. 

 


